Talking Spaces 2: Dissolving Barriers presents an
opportunity for educators, designers, project managers
and engineers to hear experts from across the
professions discuss challenges faced and solutions
found when providing and occupying new learning
spaces. There will also be opportunities for the
professions to be involved in workshops that raise
issues about the design and occupation phases of new
learning spaces.
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES /////////////////////////////////
The program has been designed to encourage interdisciplinary
conversations on learning spaces between teachers, designers and
researchers. Educators will further their understanding of physical
learning spaces in relation to pedagogies and architects/designers will
further their understanding of the spatial needs of educators.

INTRODUCTION TO THE PROGRAM ////////////////////
Three multidisciplinary panels will debate the physical, organisational
and acoustic barriers to 21st century pedagogies. Each panel brings
together expertise in education, design and research with time for
questions from the audience.
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TIME

SESSION

SESSION 1: DR KENN FISHER: ////////////////////////////
LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS: WHAT WORKS? ///////////

SESSION 6: SNAPSHOT 3: DISSOLVING ACOUSTIC
BARRIERS //////////////////////////////////////////////////

8.30–9.10

Coffee and registration

9.20am
Recently returned from OECD workshops in Europe, Kenn Fisher
brings an international perspective and many years of experience to
the design and occupation of effective learning spaces. In this session
Kenn will provide an interpretive interface between teachers and
design professionals.

9.00am
Good acoustics are of great concern for teachers and families
particularly those with children recognised as having auditory
processing difficulties. In this session we hear from Peter Altidis,
Melbourne’s leading expert on auditory processing, along with an
acoustic engineer, Amanda Robinson and Leanne Rose-Munro, a
teacher who has recently started working with technology to support
targeted hearing. Are open plan spaces failing acoustically? The issues
are complex.

9.10-9.20

Welcome Clare Newton

9.20-10.20

Opening Speaker
Learning Environments: What works?
Kenn Fisher

10.20- 10.50

Morning Tea Break

10.50-12.20

Snapshot 1:
Dissolving Physical Barriers
Teacher: Esme Capp
Designer: Stephen Turner
Researcher: Mary Featherston
Facilitator: Ken Woodman

12.20-1.00

Lunch Break

1.00-2.30

Snapshot 2:
Dissolving Organisational Barriers
Teacher: Jill Laughlin
Designer: Debbie-Lyn Ryan
Researcher: Elizabeth Hartnell-Young
Facilitator: Kim Dovey

2.30-3.00

Afternoon Tea Break

3.00-4.30

Workshops:
1. Dissolving Physical Barriers
Peter Malatt and Barry Wiggs
2. Dissolving Organisational Barriers
Dominique Hes
3. Dissolving Acoustic Barriers
Philippa Howard

4.30-5.00

Guest speaker:
The new Learning Environments
Spatial Laboratory (LESL)
Peter Jamieson

5.00

Drinks

SESSION 2: SNAPSHOT 1: /////////////////////////////////
DISSOLVING PHYSICAL BARRIERS ///////////////////////
10.50am
What physical barriers restrict the ways learning can occur? Are there
barriers between interior and exterior, school and community, or class
to class that might be rethought to enable more effective learning
communities? In this panel we hear from Esme Capp who is
transforming learning at an inner city school, designer and researcher
Mary Featherston and architect, Stephen Turner from Gray Puksand
who has co-designed the BER templates with Hayball Architects.

SESSION 3: SNAPSHOT 2: //////////////////////////////
DISSOLVING ORGANISATIONAL BARRIERS //////////
1.00pm
This panel considers the organisational barriers that are faced as
schools transform their learning spaces and pedagogies. Jill Laughlin,
principal of Camberwell High School discusses issues of change
management in a conversation with designer Debbie-Lynne Ryan from
the award winning architecture firm of McBride Charles Ryan and
Elizabeth Hartnell-Young who leads the Research Division at DEECD.

SESSION 4: WORKSHOPS ///////////////////////////////
WHO SHOULD ATTEND ///////////////////////////////////
TALKING SPACES 2: Dissolving Barriers will interest educators,
architects, landscape architects, designers, facility managers, and
anyone interested in the intersection of physical space, learning, and
young peoples’ development.

FEEDBACK FROM LAST YEAR’S SYMPOSIUM ////////
• It was fantastic to have architects/interior designers
g
and
teachers/educators working together – listening to each other and
nd
collaborating together.
• Catering was delightful. A great mix of speakers.
• The seminar as a whole was outstanding.
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3.00pm
Three hands-on workshops will allow attendees to select one area to
explore in greater depth. In the acoustic workshop there will be an
opportunity to work with sound equipment. Architect Peter Malatt from
Six Degrees and Barry Wiggs, principal of a school opening next year,
will explore how studio spaces might allow different kinds of learning.
The organisational workshop led by Dominique Hes will incorporate a
technique called back-casting to envisage and plan for the future.
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SESSION 7: VISIT TO SCHOOLS ////////////////////////
10.45am
Participants will travel (bus transport provided) to two schools which
are practical examples of how barriers discussed over the symposium
have been overcome to bring exciting and effective learning spaces to
the students. There will be an opportunity to listen to staff from these
schools tell of their journeys, and also to take part in a tour of each of
the schools.

SESSION 8: RAZING BARRIERS – 3 PHD STUDENTS
PROVIDE A RESEARCH PERSPECTIVE ////////////////
3.00pm
Drawing on their three research projects into learning and space along
with a reflection on the day’s site visits, Kellee Frith, Ben Cleveland and
Ken Woodman will describe the barriers which they have observed in
their case study approaches. Ken, an architect, is investigating the
different understandings of the term ‘flexibility, exploring how it
manifests in learning space practice and how it may support
student-directed learning through the creation of learning places. Ben,
an educator, has been interested in the relationships between space,
pedagogy and student engagement. Kellee’s focus has been on the
interior design of innovative school learning environments and the role
that school interior design might play in sustainable pedagogical
change.
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CLOSING SUMMARY AND DISCUSSION ///////////////
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Ourr symposium
O
sympos um will
w ll finish
fin sh with
w th a reflection
re lec
e tio
on on
n the
he two
wo days
w
da
a s of
ay
of
presentations
pr
se ta o s and a final
n discussion
s us io about
b ut strategies
sstra
a egie
g s tto
o d
di
dissolve
ssolvv
barriers
ar e still
il being
b n faced
c d by educators,
e u at rs students,
sstu
uden
en s,, community
c mmu
mmunit
it a
and
d
designers
d
s n s as the
th Building
ui ing the
he Education
E ucat on
n Revolution
Re o
olutt on
n reaches
eac
chess its
ts
s fina
fifinal
inal
construction
co
constr
s u io pha
phase.
e

8.30-9.00

Coffee and registration

9.00-10.30

Snapshot 3:
Dissolving Acoustic Barriers
Teacher: Leanne Rose-Munro
Designer: Amanda Robinson
Researcher: Peter Altidis
Facilitator: Dominique Hes

10.30-10.45

Collect lunch boxes and move to buses

10.45 -2.30

School visits
1. Derrimut Primary School
2. Williamstown High School

DISCUSSION
D
SCUSSION OVER DRINKS //
////////////////////////////
/ // // / // //// // / ///
2.30-3.00

Afternoon Tea Break

3.00-4.15

Discussion topic:
Razing barriers: a reflection from research
Ben Cleveland, Kellee Frith, Ken Woodman

4.15-4.45

Closing summary and discussion
Clare Newton & Kenn Fisher

THE CONTRIBUTORS
PETER ALTIDIS ////////////////////////////////////////////////////
Peter is an audiologist and speech pathologist who works in practice with
clients requiring a broad range of audiological assessments including
educational evaluations. He is recognized as an expert in Auditory
Processing Disorder in children.

ESME CAPP ///////////////////////////////////////////////////////
Esme‘s focus over the past 15 years has been to lead transformative change
in pedagogical practice, organizational structures and physical
environments of schools. As Principal of Princes Hill Primary School, her
current research includes developing community partnerships, personalised
learning and the embedded use of ICT in learning. In 2006 she won the
Herald Sun ‘Primary Principal of the Year award’ and in 2007 won the
Monash University ‘Jeff Northfield Memorial Award for Excellence in Teacher
Research’.

BEN CLEVELAND /////////////////////////////////////////////////
Ben is an educator currently enrolled as a PhD candidate with the Smart
Green Schools’ ARC project. His academic background is in education and
science. His research focus is on the design of learning environments that
can support contemporary educational philosophies and pedagogies. He
has a particular interest in supporting educational innovation.

PROFESSOR KIM DOVEY ////////////////////////////////////////
Kim is Professor of Architecture and Urban Design at the University of
Melbourne, teaching urban design theory. He is a Chief Investigator on the
Smart Green Schools project. He has been a major contributor to debates
about architecture and urban design issues in Australia, particularly in
Melbourne.

MARY FEATHERSTON ////////////////////////////////////////////
Mary is a design consultant specialising in design for young people. The
focus of her research and practice is the relationship between contemporary
pedagogy and design of the physical environment. Her design projects
include learning environments in children’s centres, schools and cultural
venues. For the past 20 years Mary has studied and visited the early
childhood schools of Reggio Emilia, Italy. She is a Senior Fellow at the
University of Melbourne and an inaugural member of the Australian Design
Institute’s Hall of Fame.

DR KENN FISHER /////////////////////////////////////////////////
Kenn is Associate Professor, Learning Environments at the University of
Melbourne and Director of Learning Futures for Woods Bagot and Rubida
Research. Recently, Kenn has presented at the Society of College and
University Planners in Minnesota, the British Council for School
Environments and the National College for School Leadership in the UK. He
is currently leading the development of the Bastow Institute for Educational
Leadership curriculum module on ‘Leading Learning Spaces’.

KELLEE FRITH ////////////////////////////////////////////////////
Kellee is a PhD candidate in the Faculty of Design at Swinburne University.
She is currently working on an ARC Linkage Project The School: Designing
a dynamic venue for the new knowledge environment. The focus of her
research is the interior design of innovative school learning environments
and the role that school interior design might play in sustainable pedagogical
change.

DR ELIZABETH HARTNELL-YOUNG ////////////////////////////

LEANNE ROSE-MUNRO //////////////////////////////////////////

Elizabeth has been a school leader, an academic researcher in Australia and
the UK, and a consultant working across all education sectors. After three
years researching at the University of Nottingham, she took up the position
of Group Manager, Research Branch, in the Office for Policy, Research and
Innovation in the Department of Education and Early Childhood
Development, Victoria, in 2008. Her interests lie in gathering data and
analysing evidence in many forms, in strengthening the links between
research, innovation and policy, developing partnerships and
communicating with a wide range of audiences.

Leanne works with Soundfield Technology and brings a teaching
background. In 2008 she began exploring the impact of poor acoustic
environments and the inability of all students to engage in the learning when
speech intelligibility is compromised. Leanne worked with educators
concerned by stress levels created by noisy environments and how that
impacted on curriculum implementation.

DR DOMINIQUE HES //////////////////////////////////////////////
Dominique is a chief investigator of the Smart Green Schools ARC project.
Her background is in science, engineering and architecture. She brings this
multidisciplinary approach to sustainability, using a whole of system
understanding. Within schools Dominique believes that buildings can teach
students their sustainability secrets and thus connect the learners with their
environments. She is currently monitoring the environments of several
schools as case studies for the Smart Green Schools project.

PHILIPPA HOWARD ///////////////////////////////////////////////
Pippa Howard is a PHD student with the Future Proofing Schools ARC
Project, investigating how the design and construction of prefabricated
learning environments can address issues of sustainability in Australia. Pippa
is a Graduate Architect. Pippa has worked with Woodhead Architects and
with Dr Dominique Hes in Smart Green Schools, monitoring the
environmental performance of classrooms.

DR PETER JAMIESON ////////////////////////////////////////////
Peter trained as an educator with experience in the secondary and TAFE
sectors and is an Associate Professor and Policy Adviser to the Provost at
the University of Melbourne. He is currently leading Melbourne University's
commitment to the development of learning spaces by creating a broader
understanding of the entire campus as a learning environment; creating
formal and informal places where students can learn in non-traditional ways.

JILL LAUGHLIN ////////////////////////////////////////////////////
Jill was recently appointed as Principal of Camberwell High School. Prior to
her appointment as Principal, Jill was Associate Principal at Dandenong
High School where she oversaw the amalgamation of three schools and the
development of the Dandenong Education Precinct. Jill has expertise in the
development of curriculum and pedagogy frameworks that can support
personalised learning.

PETER MALATT ///////////////////////////////////////////////////
Peter is a graduate of the University of Melbourne (1989), and a founding
director of Six Degrees. Widely recognised for engaging design in hospitality,
tertiary education and civic fields, the firm continues to develop ideas about
high and low design, recycling and brutalism within a collective framework.
He is an enthusiastic contributor to tertiary and continuing education, and
has taught and delivered guest lectures at the University of Melbourne for
many years.

CLARE NEWTON //////////////////////////////////////////////////
Clare is the Chief Investigator on two industry ARC research grants - Smart
Green Schools and Future Proofing Schools. As an architecture academic
teaching construction, sustainability and design, her research explores the
links, translations and gaps that occur between architecture as ‘concept’
and architecture as ‘occupied building’.

AMANDA ROBINSON /////////////////////////////////////////////
Amanda Robinson is a mechanical engineer who has specialises in
acoustics. She is a Chartered Engineer and member of the Institute of
Acoustics and the Australian Acoustic Society. Amanda has had extensive
experience working with multidisciplinary practices both in Australia and in
the UK and is currently working as an Associate Director at Marshall Day.

STEPHEN TURNER ////////////////////////////////////////////////
Stephen, Design Director at Gray Puksand has developed extensive
knowledge around the needs to 21st Century pedagogies through broad
involvement with facility planners, educational scientists and community
groups With a focus on environmentally sustainable development, his
projects have received the Australian Institute of Architects award for public
buildings, DEECD’s school design awards and CEFPI educational planning
awards.

DEBBIE-LYN RYAN ////////////////////////////////////////////////
Debbie-Lyn is one of the founding principals of McBride Charles Ryan and is
an integral part of many award-winning projects by MCR. She has been the
recipient of the Ove Arup Award for Women in Construction. Her firm has
received multiple awards for domestic house designs and recently for Fitzroy
High School.

BARRY WIGGS /////////////////////////////////////////////////////
Barry Wiggs is a career educator, beginning as a teacher in 1978. Since that
time he has held many positions in a wide variety of schools and he has
always had a keen interest in pedagogy and curriculum. Barry completed
his Masters of Education in 2006. Barry was at Dandenong High School from
2002 until 2010 and is currently foundation Principal of Cranbourne East
Secondary College.

KEN WOODMAN ///////////////////////////////////////////////////
Ken has practiced architecture around the globe in UK, South Africa,
Canada and USA. In Australia, he has designed educational buildings in
Victoria and New South Wales for over 15 years and is now the principal of
his own practice. In 2008 he gained a scholarship to complete a PhD at the
University of Melbourne with the Smart Green Schools team. The thesis is
entitled Re-Placing Flexibility: An investigation into flexibility in learning
spaces and learning.

SCHOOLS
DERRIMUT PRIMARY SCHOOL ///////////////////////////////
TERESA STONE, PRINCIPAL //////////////////////////////////////
Derrimut Primary School was constructed under a Public-Private
Partnership (PPP) agreement and is an educational facility with modern open
planned spaces that facilitate learning practices to maximise the learning
outcomes for every student. The new school is a facility that supports and
enhances 21st century pedagogy. Clusters of homerooms form learning
communities that are connected to the resource centre and an art/science
space. All learning spaces open out to the outside agora offering seamless
access to indoor and outdoor activities.

WILLIAMSTOWN HIGH SCHOOL BAYVIEW CAMPUS ////////
DARREN KRUSE, PRINCIPAL ///////////////////////////////////
Williamstown High School offers a diverse curriculum and a variety of
educational resources with a particular focus on developing each student's
potential. The Bayview campus, formerly Point Gellibrand Girls School, is
now a new, state of the art building designed by Spowers and is
environmentally sustainable. The spacious surroundings and proximity to
the Bay make this site ideal for the Middle Years and Marine Biology
Programs. The Smart Green Schools’ team has worked with the architects
and staff members to redesign a space that was not performing
satisfactorily.

